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How to Create a Stylish Outdoor Living Room
‘That Feels Like an Extension of Your Home

From the best layouts and materials, to must-have decor and lighting schemes,

here's everything you need to know about designing the perfect outdoor living room
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Shelter and Shade Solutions

Shade is a key component of any comfortable outdoor living space, but the right
solution depends on more than simply blocking the sun. The path of the sun while
the space is in use, the orientation of the house, and the impact any structure might
have on natural light indoors all need to be factored in before settling on an
approach, whether that’s a simple patio umbrella, a pergola, or a full roof structure.

‘This deck gets full sun in the summer, but the kitchen wanted to enjoy some of this
sun in the winter, so we opted for a pergola overhead instead of a solid roof,’

explains Caitlin Struble of Winslow Design, the firm behind the room above. “That
way you get the best of all worlds — some relief from the sunshine in the summer, in
addition to a great play of shadow and texture — while still allowing that low winter
sunshine to reach the kitchen windows.’
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Materials and Flooring

The materials and flooring you select play a role in both the aesthetics and function
of your outdoor room. A space designed for low-maintenance living calls for
different materials than one where patina and style are the priority.

Certain materials, particularly natural or “living” ones like wood, iron, unsealed
stone and marble, will require more maintenance and upkeep than more engineered
options like powder-coated aluminum, high-density polyethylene, quartz and brick.

Materials can also impact the safety and usability of the space, too. ‘IPE decking, for
example, creates a perfect material for walking barefoot in the summer without
having to worry about splinters, and it doesn’t get as hot as some of the composite
materials do in the summer sunshine,” says Caitlin.



